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Sustainable aviation fuels – which are produced from renewable resources – can reduce CO2 

emissions by up to 80 per cent per tonne of fuel, resulting from the total life cycle of alternative fuel 

production. Finding sustainable drop-in fuels that can be produced in commercial quantities without 

competing with food crops and water supplies is the only near-term alternative to fossil fuels for 

powering large commercial jetliners. 

 

Airbus is a catalyst in this search for sustainable aviation fuels through a global programme 

connecting raw material producers, refiners and airlines to form regional “value chains” on every 

continent.  

 

An industry-wide initiative to speed up aviation sustainable aviation fuel commercialisation in Europe 

has been launched by Airbus, the European Commission, leading European airlines and key 

European sustainable aviation fuel producers. This initiative, called the “European Advanced 

Biofuels Flightpath,” is committed to supporting and promoting the production, storage and 

distribution of sustainably produced drop-in sustainable aviation fuels for aviation use, with the 

objective to reach two million tonnes of production and consumption by 2020.  

 

Airbus also is a member of the Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB), an international 

initiative that brings together farmers, industry, organizations, experts, and governments concerned 

with ensuring the sustainability of biomaterial production and processing. 

 

AIRBUS STRATEGY 

Sustainable aviation fuel research is a core tenet of Airbus’ initiatives – focusing on three central 

principles: supporting the qualification and certification of new fuels; the large scale use of 

sustainable aviation fuels; and ensuring the sustainability of solutions.  

 

Airbus’ premise is based on establishing local sustainable solutions in communities around the 

world, because the company believes that multiple supply source solutions – such as camelina, 

jatropha, algae, yeast, woodchips and organic waste – can co-exist.  

 

Once sources are established, the next phase would focus on expediting the use of sustainable 

aviation fuels commercially, enabling the air transport industry to meet the targets of carbon neutral 

growth by 2020, and the 75 per cent CO2 reductions established by the Flightpath 2050 vision. 

 


